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Sir: 

I am enclosing herewith an article on 
the International Christian University in 
Japan which I have written in response to 
many requests for information on the sub- 
ject from this side of the ocean. I am send- 
ing copies of the article also to the Chris- 
tian Observer and The Presbyterian Out- 
look to be published in those papers if 
they care to make such use of it. 

I am aware that the point of view ex- 
pressed in this article differs from the 
point of view taken by The Journal, but 
because I am sending it to the other two 
papers which are widely read by our church 
I thought it best to send it to you as well. 
If you should care to publish it, I should 
be glad to have you do so. I will also 
understand perfectly your unwillingness to 
publish it. In either event, I hope you will 
receive it as it is sent, in good faith and 
in a spirit of good will. I am sure that beth 
the editors of The Journal and I want 
only that the wisest and most Christian 
steps be taken with regard to the univer- 
sity and all of the work of the Church. 

With all good wishes to you in the New 
Year, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

Racuet HENDERLITE. 
Chikara Machi 4 - chome 33, 
Nagoya, Japan. 


As I See It 

The International Christian University 
has been a matter of controversy in the 
church during the past few months. I dare- 
say most people in the church have at some 
time discussed the matter at length and 
have been aware of the difficulties involved 
in the decision the church has been called 
upon to make. Last spring the General As- 
sembly after extensive debate came to the 
decision that it would give its blessing to 
the University and approve the contribution 
of individuals to its budget, but that it 
could not accept the responsibility for the 
financial support of the university or for 
membership on the Board of Directors. It 
was not a unanimous decision and there 
remains some strong feeling in the church 
in favor of more active participation in this 
undertaking. With the passing of time it 
has become increasingly clear that the 
matter is not closed, and that the decision 
of the Assembly will probably have to be 
reviewed and the question reopened for 
discussion. 

Under such circumstances the church as 
a whole is under compulsion to seek as 
much information as possible about the 
matter. Because I am in Japan for a year 
through the courtesy of the Board of World 
Missions of our church, a number of 
people have asked me for information and 
rersonal impressions of the situation in this 
country. Therefore I am led to write this 
brief report on the I.C.U. as I have been 
able to gather impressions from ministers 
and educational leaders here. I want to 
make it very clear that I am not writing as 
a representative of the Japan Mission, with 
whom I am working this year, nor as a 
spokesman for the Board of World Mis- 
sions, whose guest I am for twelve months, 
but as an individual who has been in a 
position to talk with a number of persons 
connected with the university and has 
formed an opinion that we should in what- 
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ever way possible support the university 
both financially and administratively. 
Though this opinion is not in harmony 
with the opinions expressed by these groups 
whose hospitality makes my observations 
possible, I believe both groups will welcome 
the public expression of another point of 
view if it will assist the church in coming 
to a satisfactory settlement of this problem. 

Because of the international significance 
of the university it is not possible for the 
Church to dismiss the matter as un- 
important or to assume that a decision to 
remain apart from the undertaking is a 
decision for neutrality. Not to decide for 
co-operation is inevitably to decide 
against it, and in this case it is to 
align ourselves with 





those who stand 
for a narrow denominationalism as 
over against the unity of the Church 


of Christ. Nor is it possible to make our 
decision merely on the basis of our present 
financial resources as though the expendi- 
ture of our own funds were the only issue 
at stake. The problem must be recognized 
as far larger than that, involving our re- 
lationship to the Japanese people as a 
whole, our relationship to the other branch- 
es of the Church of Christ, and our ulti- 
mate trust in God through whom alone the 
world can be brought to Christ. I personal- 
ly believe it is a matter of the greatest 
importance that we participate in this vent- 
ure of Christian fellowship in a spirit of 
humble repentance before God and the 
Japanese people, in confidence in the in- 
tergrity of our Christian brethren of other 
branches of the Church, and in trust in the 
power of God through Christ to use our 
limited faith and our half-reluctant giving 
for the establishment of his Kingdom. 

I have no thought of writing a detailed 
description of the university and its plans 
for building and curriculum. That kind of 
material has been freely distributed through- 
out the country, and is familiar to every- 
one or can be easily secured. It seems more 
important for me to discuss those aspects 
of the project which have aroused some 
question or comment in our church, and to 
give you the result of conversations I have 
had with some of the people connected with 
the university and with other people who 
have investigated its probable contribution 
to the future of Japan. 

I have met two of the vice presidents of 
the I.C.U., Dr. Maurice E. Troyer, who is 
primarily responsible for the curriculum and 
faculty, and Dr. H. W. Hackett, who is in 
charge of finance. I heard Dr. Troyer speak 
about the university this summer at Lake 
Nojiri and rode wth him later on the 
train from Nojiri to Tokyo; and I heard 
Dr. Hackett speak briefly this week, and 
then I talked with him later at a reception. 
I have talked several times with Miss 
Michi Kawai, an outstanding Japanese 
educator, who is on the board of trustees, 
and with a number of other people who 
are directly or indirectly concerned with 
the university. What I have to say here is 
based on my conversations with these peo- 
ple, but represents my own opinion in the 
light of these conversations. 

First of all, it should not be claimed 
that the University will be perfect. I have 


never heard of a human undertaking that 
was. But I have been impressed with the 
many safeguards which have been thrown 
around the proposed institution to insure 
its unique character as a Christian univer- 
sity and to prevent its secularization in 
future years. I have no doubt that the most 
important factor in determining the 
character of any school is its faculty. If 
the faculty is actively Christian, it may be 
concluded that the school is itself Christian. 
I have not heard of a school among the 
many Christian colleges in America which 
has a higher standard for the selection of 
its faculty than has been set up for the 
faculty of the I.C.U. In addition to some 
explicit requirements for a high quality of 
scholarship and demonstrated skill in teach- 
ing, there is a requirement that not only 
must the professor himself be Christian, 
but his wife must be also. A statement in- 
cluded in the written criteria for the 
selection of faculty members contains 
rhrases like these: “Positive Christian con- 
viction expressed in personal and family 
life,” and “Creative interest in the world 
Christian community.” We were told by 
Dr. Troyer that each professor must be 
approved by the minister of the church to 
which he belongs as an active participant 
in the work of the church. 

One of the five vice presidents of the 
university is to have as his entire responsi- 
bility the religious life and program of the 
institution. This person is to be the pastor 
of the University Community Church in 
charge of the ongoing program of religious 
education in the university and is to be on 
the academic council of the university. 

The fact that there is no precise credal 
statement which must be subscribed to by 
faculty and administration should not be 
interpreted as an element of weakness in 
the university. An  interdenominational 
undertaking by its very nature cannot re- 
quire a theological formula which would 
completely satisfy any one denominational 
group. If it were so, the whole division of 
the Church into different denominations 
would be rendered unnecessary and the 
Church of Christ would speedily come 
together into one organization. The Pres- 
byterian Church has always been ready to 
recognize the validity of other branches of 
the Church of Christ and to recognize the 
value of theological diversity within the 
unity of the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
A church may feel the indispensability of 
its own confessional statement without 
thereby denying the truth of the theological 
ground of another church, and without 
finding it impossible to cooperate with 
other branches not merely because of its 
own financial limitations but actually be- 
cause of the values which inhere in co- 
operation and diversity. We recognize with 
pride and humility the fact that the Chris- 
tian faith is far too big to be circumscribed 
by any one theological formula, however 
true and deeply rooted that formula may be, 
and we welcome the added insight which 
comes from the experiences of those who 
have seen the Christ with a different per- 
spective from our own. 

It should not be claimed that there is 
one hundred percent enthusiasm in Japan 
for the university. Some leaders in other 
Christian schools have been afraid that the 
I.C.U. would prove a dangerous rival to 
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the schools already in existence, and that it 
would only duplicate programs already in 
effect. The university is making every 
effort to avoid that possibility, for its 
primary purpose has been seen in very 
different terms. It prefers not to establish 
a liberal arts college at all, and would not 
10 so except that the Ministry of Education 
will not license a graduate school which 
joes not have an undergraduate department. 
rherefore the plan is to limit the liberal 
arts college to six hundred students, en- 
rolling only one hundred fifty or one 
indred sixty a year. Thus there would be 


no possibi 





ity that it would supplant exist- 
ing institutions, but it will have a good 
opportunity to do some creative work on 
the undergradute level. Its intention is to 
establish graduate departments in Citizen- 
ship and Political Science, in Education, 
und in Social Work, so that it may br 
the stranglehold 





of the Imperial Universi- 
ties on the positions of importance in 
life. It has as one of 


its chief and most immediate aims the 


Japanese national 


preparation of Christian teachers who can 
supply the great need for teachers in the 
hurch-related colleges which are already 


n existence. 


It should not be cl 


imed that the money 





r the university has been given entire 
by Christian people for the furtherance of 
he Kingdom of God. I have heard an out- 


stan 





ling Japanese educator say that perhaps 
96 per cent of the mone 





y raised in Japan 
1as come from non-Christian sources, hav- 
ing been contributed through certain com- 
mercial organizations; and that only about 
4 per cent has been contributed through the 
churches. I cannot find it in my heart to be 


but glad that ot} 





inything ers than the one- 


half-of-one-percent of the population of 
Japan which are in the Christian church 


ive seen the importance of such an insti- 





tution and have contributed to it. I can 
find no scriptural grounds for scorning the 
support of those whose understanding of 


e goals are not so high as our own. There 


is a story in Exodus that the Israelites 
used Egyptian wealth to assist in the 
establishment of an _ ethical monotheism 
which became the very center of the Old 
Testament religion. I find no evidence in 
history that leads me to believe that God 
can use for the establishment of his King- 
dom only that money which is given with 
unmixed motives. I daresay there is not a 
Christian college in the world which has 
been built on money given entirely because 
of the desire for Christian evangelism, 
and yet we have many Christian colleges in 
the world which we think of as active 
Christian influences and even as evangelis- 
tic agencies of the church. The Christian 
church has a persistent belief that God can 
use the limited vision and even the selfish- 
ness of man to bring about his will. There 


have been many occasions in history when 


God has used the gifts of a man to the 
church to win that man to the cause he 
only reluctantly or blindly supported. 

The vision of the International Chris- 
tian University is not a flash-in-the-pan 
sort of vision that has sprung up in a 


moment of enthusiasm and that will die 





to more serious reflection. 
It has long been a dream of Christian 
jucators in Japan. There was even an in- 
formal organization in its behalf before 
the war. It was that backlog of desire for 
it that caught fire again when Dr. John 
Allen MacLean’s propoosal was first flash- 





ed across the country. Now at last there 


appeared an incentive which was apparent- 
ly strong enough to give body to the dream 


of many years. It was a group of Japanese 
educators who, in response to the question 


of the first committee of Christian leaders 








who came back to survey the situation in 
Japa he war, “What kind of help 
lo you m the church in America?” 
answere a Christian University.” 
They saw it as a means of completing the 


n education already in 





nce in Japan. Through the years the 





schools have been the best means 


the church has had of carrying on its work 
of evangelism and Christian nurture. One 
estimate by a prominent Christian leader is 
that year by year over a period of time 
one-half of all new communicant members 
of the church in Japan have come out of 
the Christian schools and colleges. The 
Christian university may become a means of 
bringing into the church many of the 
strongest young people of Japan who will 
assume positions of importance in Japan in 
the near future. It may prove to be our 
only way of providing an alternative to 
the secular influence of the Imperial Uni- 
versities which have so long monopolized 
the highest level of education in this 
country. 

What our church ought to do about co- 
yperating in the support of this undertak- 
ing I am, of course, not qualified to say. 
Personally I wish it could see its way 
clear to join in the support wholeheartedly. 
I cannot help believing that the member- 
ship of our church would respond enthusias- 
tically to a call for the support of the 
university and that our contribution to the 
whole cause of missions would be increased 
to such an extent that other causes to which 

ire committed would not suffer finan- 
loss. The doctrine of the church to 
which we are committed calls for recogni- 
tion of all evangelical churches as one with 
urselves. Our practice of Christian mis- 
sions has through the years been in line 
with that historic doctrine. Until the post- 
war years the Japan Mission itself was 
ymmitted to cooperative work with other 
ungelical groups in the establishment of 
schools and in the production of Christian 

rature. Never has it been more im- 

rtant that we remain loyal to this Pres- 
byterian emphasis upon our common brother- 

i with those who love the Lord Jesus 
Christ and are committed to his service. 


ED.—See Page 4 for editorial reply to 


Miss Henderlite’s letter-article. 
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EDITORIAL 
Miss Henderlite’s Letter 


(SEE LETTERS) 


a SHIS JOURNAL has taken a keen interest in 

the debate with reference to the proposed 
Japanese International Christian University. 
Our position is based, not on a blind following of 
the action of the Board of World Missions, but 
rather because we believe this action has been wise 
in the light of the facts presented. 





We are publishing in this issue a letter from Miss 
Rachel Henderlite, in which she sets forth her 
reasons for supporting the JICU. We are taking 
the time and the space necessary to answer this in 
detail. If agitation for the JICU is to continue in 
our church then the church must know both sides. 


Some Comments On Miss Rachel 
Henderlite’s Artitle Entitled 
“As I See It’ 


1. The statement that “the General Assembly 
after extensive debate came to the decision that it 
would give its blessings to the University and ap- 
prove the contribution of individuals to its budget, 
but that it could not accept the responsibility for 
the financial support of the University or for 
membership on the Board of Directors,” is hardly 
= accurate statement of what the Assembly really 

id. 


This paraphrasing of the Assembly’s action im- 
plies an approval of a more positive character than 
was actually given. What the Assembly did was 
simply to approve the action of the Board of World 
Missions and to make that action its own, thereby 
“leaving the way open for those who wished to do 
so to contribute to this project, the Board at the 
same time declining to assume financial or adminis- 
trative responsibility for the Japan Christian Uni- 
versity.”’ 


It will be seen that the article under review 
substitutes the word “approve”? for the phrase 
“leaving the way open” and employs the expres 
sion “could not accept the responsibility” instead of 
“declining to assume financial or administrative 
responsibility.” 


2. The statement that the Assembly’s decision 
was not unanimous, is true; but it is employed in 
such a way as to leave the impression that there 
might have been a considerable division in the vote. 
As a matter of fact the vote was nearly unanimous 
The ayes were so overwhelming that the negative 
vote was just audible. Few important questions that 
have been before the General Assembly have been 
decided so conclusively. 

3. The declaration that a decision against co- 
operation in this particular project “is to align our- 
selves with those who stand for a narrow denomi- 
nationalism as over against the unity of the Church 
of Christ’ is a rather drastic and gratuitous as- 
sertion. 


There is certainly nothing inspired about the 
International University that warrants our setting 
it up as the final test of one’s ability to co-operate 
with his fellow Christians or of his commitment to 
the ideal of the unity of the true spiritual church. 
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After all, the unity of the Church of Christ is not 
to be found in a vague or disembodied spirit of 
good-will. It is a unity that must rest upon a com- 
mon conviction and a common faith. It has a defi- 
nite objective basis. 


As the Scripture itself puts it, we are to come 
“in the unity of the faith,” believing in one Lord, 
one faith, and one baptism. Any attempt to impose 
an outward unity that does not possess these 
essential elements of spiritual oneness is to produce 
disunity of a most serious character. 


We believe in interdenominational co-operation, 
but we must not make a fetish of it. Co-operation 
must not become synonymous with doctrinal loos- 
ness or indifferentism. Our work must first be 
true to Christ and to His Gospel; co-operation 
must be with those who are willing with us to 
strive to maintain this primary aim. No project 
should be exempt from scrutiny in this respect just 
because it is co-operative in character. This would 
be to lose sight of our spiritual priorities. 


4. To speak of the International University as 
though our attitude toward it involved “our re- 
lationship to the Japanese people as a whole,” is to 
exaggerate the meaning and importance of this 
project in its international significance. There has 
been a good deal of sentimentality connected with 
this project which shows a lack of understanding of 
the reactions of the Japanese people. 


We do not question the motives of those who 
desire to help the Japanese in this way; but one 
should not be surprised if the Japanese, on their 
part, do not see them as clearly as we do. If we 
turn the situation around, we can better appreciate 
the Japanese reaction. 


The following illustration has been used: Let us 
suppose that they had won the war, and that the 
United States were now occupied by a Japanese 
army of a quarter of a million men. Let us suppose 
that in Washington a Japanese general governed 
our country and that the President of the United 
States had been reduced to the position of a figure- 
head and a symbol of a lost cause. 


Would we fully understand the good-will involved 
if the Shintoists of Japan decided to erect in the 
city of Washington a great Shinto University in 
which the ideals of emperor worship and the nation- 
alistic principles of war-time Japan were to be 
inculeated in the hearts of American youth? After 
all, it may not make as great an appeal as we think 
to the hearts of the Japanese when we tell them 
that we are erecting an institution in their capital 
to proclaim the principles of Christianity and to lay 
the foundations of democracy. Perhaps this is one 
reason why the Christian and democratic purposes 
of the institution have not been emphasized in the 
publicity in Japan, and the appeal has been based 
rather on the rebuilding of Japan. 


Nor can we follow the author’s reasoning when 
she speaks of this problem as involving “our ulti- 
mate trust in God through whom alone the world 
ean be brought to Christ.’’ We cannot arbitrarily 
demand the blessing of God upon enterprises that 
we may project until we have done all that is 
humanly possible to bring these enterprises in line 
with His will and truth as they have been revealed 
to us. 


It is precisely because of the vagueness of the 
International University at this point and the lack 
of any definition of its basic Christian message that 
many are dissatisfied with the institution. It does 
not reflect upon our ultimate trust in God that we 
are unable to sponsor an institution that offers no 
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sufficient evidence of its commitment to the clear 
essentials of His Gospel of Grace. 


5. That “one of the five vice presidents of the 
University is to have as his entire responsibility the 
religious life and program of the institution” is 
good. We can all rejoice in this emphasis that is 
being placed upon the spiritual side of the Uni- 
versity’s life. However, everything depends upon 
the character of this man’s own convictions as a 
Christian and the kind of influence that he exerts 
upon the students. 


We have known institutions where the individual 
directly responsible for the spiritual life on the 
campus has proven a positive hinderance to the 
development of Christian faith in the lives of the 
students. Everything turns upon what such a man 
believes and teaches and lives in his Christian 
profession, and this, unfortunately, is not defined 
by the International University except in the 
general terms that he must be a Christian. 


6. In the author’s statement that we should be 
“ready to recognize the validity of other branches 
of the Church of Christ and to recognize the value 
of theological diversity within the unity of the faith 
in our Lord Jesus Christ,” the important phrase is 
the last one—“‘within the unity of the faith in our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” 


Here again, however, we insist that this “faith” 
in which we must find our unity is something with 
definite content. There are certain great affirma- 
tions to which the Church has held at its core 
throughout history. These are not minor matters 
lodged in the periphery of Christian thought. They 
are the very foundations upon which the Church 
has been built. 


To insist on these is not to deviate from the 
evangelical tradition; it is to support it. It is to 
insist that we cooperate now as in the past in up- 
holding and fostering those beliefs upon which the 
unity of our faith has rested and must continue to 
rest. 


7. While we agree “that the Christian faith is far 
too big to be circumscribed by any one theological 
formula,” it does not follow that any and every 
formula should therefore be accepted. No interpre- 
tation or application of our Christian faith can be 
regarded as valid that sets aside or ignores basic 
beliefs that are essential to the very nature of the 
Gospel. For without these Christianity ceases to be 
Christianity. 

There are almost as many ways of playing tennis 
as there are tennis players, but there are a few 
rules that are essential to the game—the ball must 
go over the net and be kept within the lines. No 
player in a tournament, however good a sport he 
might be, could be expected to allow his opponent 
to dispense with the necessity of keeping his shots 
within the court and of staying on his side of the 
net. It just wouldn’t be tennis! 


In this connection it might be pertinent to state 
that a high official of the University Foundation 
has twice been approached regarding the possibility 
of defining the Christian position of the University 
by including in its constitution a broad affirmation 
of those essentials of our faith upon which the 
Christian Church has been built. The matter was 
presented as follows: 


It seems a pity ... that we who hold certain basic 
Christian beliefs cannot state these without equivo- 
cation and make them the basis of our association 
together in cooperative work. This is a time .. 
when the Christian Church needs to affirm specific- 
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ally, not simply to imply, its profound faith in the 
great fundamentals of our religion such as, the true 
deity of our Lord, the virgin birth, the vicarious 
atonement, the inspiration of the Scriptures, the 
doctrine of justification by faith, the bodily resur- 
rection, the reality of the supernatural elements in 
the Bible. 


For those who regard these affirmations as es- 
sential to the very being of Christianity, there 
would be nothing to be gained from an association 
of ourselves with others who under the Christian 
name might be disposed to question, or belittle, or 
even tear down, faith in these tenets. ... Not... 
that any of those who have declared their purpose 
to cooperate in the Japan Christian University 
would challenge or question any of these affirma- 
tions; but, rather, that if they hold to these things 
with earnestness and conviction, they ought to join 
in raising a standard before the world for all men 
to see that makes their position absolutely clear. 


It is the absence of such a statement, frankly, 
that gives concern to some of us who are deeply 
interested in the project. 


The reply to this suggestion was—“I do not think 
there would be any likelihood ... whatsoever of the 
Board of Directors, controlled as it is by representa- 
tives of the cooperating boards, adopting any doc- 
trinal statement as the condition of cooperation, 
regardless of what the doctrinal statement might 
be.” 


8. It is recognized by the article that a large part 
of the money that has been contributed in Japan 
for the University has come from non-Christian 
sources, possibly 96 percent, and that only 4 per 
cent, approximately, has been contributed through 
the churches. We are not scorning the contributions 
that non-Christian people have made to this institu- 
tion; but the fact must be noted that there is a 
reason for this discrepancy in the gifts from believ- 
ers and un-believers. 


It is to be found in the simple fact that the 
appeal for the University in Japan has not been 
based primarily on Christian considerations but 
rather in the interest of rebuilding Japan. Contri- 
butions in Japan were pro-rated for all sections 
of the country. 


Semi-officially business firms and other organi- 
zations in each district were told what they would 
be expected to contribute. The matter of raising 
the money became a matter of national pride. 


Mr. Ichimada, President of the Bank of Japan, 
not himself a Christian, was chosen to head the 
collection in Japan because of his position and 
prominence, as well as his interest. He also headed 
the collections for the Roman Catholic University 
which will be built in Japan. 


We cannot say definitely that non-Christian ele- 
ments in Japan, having contributed to the estab- 
lishing of the University, will expect to have any 
voice in its control, but this is not a possibility that 
can be lightly dismissed. One of our missionaries 
has remarked, ‘“‘this interest is bound to boomerang 
some day if the wishes of the mass of Japanese are 
not given due consideration.” There has already 
been some evidence of this. 


9. The article states that “the doctrine of the 
Church to which we are committed calls for recog- 
nition of all evangelical churches as one with our- 
selves.”” We submit, however, that there is no 
doctrine of the Church which has called us, either 
in the past or in the present, to enter into partici- 
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pation in institutions of this sort without adequate 
safeguarding of their Christian position and mes- 
sage. 


The fact that our own church colleges in this 
country do not elaborate their doctrinal positions 
in their constitutions is quite a different matter. 
Our church colleges are controlled by our Synods, 
and these, in turn, subscribe to the confession of 
Faith and to the catechisms of our Church. 


10. In general, the article overlooks many of the 
chief reasons for the decision not to participate 
actively in this institution. Some of these should be 
quite obvious: 


a. After all, our Board of World Missions 
cannot undertake the support of every enter- 
prise, even the good ones. They all cost money, 
and there is a limit to the Board’s resources. 
It does not meet this objection to say that 
membership in the Japan University Founda- 
tion is not contingent upon making a financial 
contribution. That may be, but no self-respect- 
ing board could accept membership on the 
Foundation and decline at the same time to 
make any contribution to the project. 


b. On the financial side there are many 
problems to consider: 


(1) Where would the money come from that 
our Board would be expected to contribute as 


its “initiation fee’’—$50,000? The Board did 
not have this money, and would certainly have 


had to displace something else that had already 
been planned for our Japan work in order to 
contribute such an amount. 

(2) Is this the best expenditure that we 
could make of such funds if we had them? 


(3) Is a University in Japan a prime need 
of the Christian enterprise in that country at 
this time, in view of the large number of 
institutions of higher learning that already 
exist under Christian auspices in that country? 
The Protestant community in Japan numbers 
scarcely 200,000; yet, there are 17 colleges 
and universities under Protestant support and 
direction, enrolling 25,000 students. 


Many people feel that the Christian program 
in Japan is already top-heavy on the side of 
mstitutional work, particularly higher educa- 
tion, and they seriously question the advisa- 
bility of so large an investment as $10,000,000 
in a new institution. 


(4) Can we contribute what is expected of 
us to the Japan Christian University without 
defaulting on our own Mission’s educational 
program which was so severely disrupted by 
the war? Our Kinjo College for young women 
in Nagoya, with 3,000 students, was completely 
destroyed except for one building. Our Seiwa 
Girls’ School in Kochi was totally consumed 
by fire following the bombings that swept that 
city. Our School for Boys, long regarded by 
our Japan Mission as a must for our work, has 
been a dream which can be fulfilled only by 
the full raising of the Foreign Mission quota 
in the Program of Progress. The building or re- 
building of these institutions would certainly 
have to be on a smaller basis if we were 
draw off any considerable sum f 
Christian University. 


to 


the Japan 


c. There has also been considerable question 
as to the soundness of the educational policy 
represented in the Japan Christian University 





idea. Could the resources that we have to con- 
tribute to educational work in Japan be em- 
ployed with more positive Christian result if 
we invested them in work at the lower educa- 
tional levels where students are younger and 
more easily guided into Christian truths? 





- 

What is our responsibility for education 

down at the “grass roots,” out in the towns 

and villages where our Christian communities 

are found, as compared with our obligation to 

support this new and ambitious venture at 
the top? 






d. Should the General Council have author- 
ized a church-wide campaign in behalf of the 
Christian University in Japan when we are 
now in the middle of the Program of Progress 
effort in which we are earnestly seeking to 
provide $4,000,000 for the proper equipment 
of our own Foreign Mission work around the 
world? Such over-lapping of campaigns would 
have produced a great deal of confusion. 


e. The Board must always consider the ad- 
visability, wherever possible, of being en rap- 
port with our missionaries on the field. It is 
the Board’s policy always, in matters of this 
kind, to sound field opinion in order to profit 
by the judgment of our missionaries as well as 
to carry their full sympathy and cooperation. 
In the case of the Japan Christian University, 
it was clear from the beginning that our group 
on the field did not look with favor upon the 
institution as proposed. 


f. In all frankness it must be stated that 
there has not been full assurance with refer- 
ence to a clear, unequivocal Christian testi- 
mony on the part of the University. While the 
constitution does employ such expressions as 
“Christian principles,” “Evangelical Christian 
faith,” “highest Christian ideals,’ and the like, 
we know that these phrases can be and are 
very loosely interpreted. 

It is difficult to construe their content 
when one sees how diverse are the elements 
today that would claim the Christian name 
for themselves. It makes it harder to under- 
tand what such phrases mean when some of 
the persons who have already been elected to 
places of high authority in the University have 
not shown themselves strong in the face of 
Japanese emperor worship and general nation- 
alistic compromise. 





Such facts cannot but raise the question as 
to how much expressions of Christian idealism 
are worth merely by virtue of inclusion in 


constitutional documents. 


‘he article lacks historical depth, and fails 


existed for years in Japan in the basic views 


those who alike are known as Christians. 


—L.N.B. 


Significant News 
From Japan 


to 
take into account the actual differences that have 
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One of the unfortunate aftermaths of the recent 


The fact that during the war the Christi 
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war has been the willingness of many Mission 
Boards, and liberal religious papers, to make a foot- 
ball of the Japanese Christian Church. 
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Churches of Japan were merged into the Kyodan 
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has been hailed as a great step in the ecumenical 
movement. It has been quoted as a wonderful 
example of the ultimate goal of one great united 
Church. Many of the leading Mission Boards rec- 
ognized the Kyodan as the Japanese Church and 
limited their help and cooperation to that group. 


What a great many refused to recognize was that 
the Kyodan was the result of a “shot-gun” wedding; 
that it was not an expression of Christian unity but 
on the other hand was a union forced by the Japan- 
ese Government for its own ends. It was not an 
expression of Christian unity, but a forced organi- 
zation for political expedience, the Japanese govern- 
ment thereby having one Church to deal with instead 
of many. 


The thing which has puzzled many students of 
missions was the willingness of many Mission 
Boards to accept this opportunity at the end of the 
war to continue a united Church which was the 
result of governmental action and which was in no 
way an expression of unity of faith. 


Our own Board of World Missions, on the advice 
of our Japan Mission, continued to cooperate with 
all churches in our own field, leaving it entirely to 
these churches to decide whether to continue inside 
or outside the Kyodan. 


Other Boards refused either financial help or 
cooperation to any except those churches which 
continued in the Kyodan. We leave it to our 
readers to decide which policy was dictated by true 
Christian statesmanship. 


But, as was inevitable where an outward union 
was forced without an inward spiritual unity, many 
spiritual leaders in Japan were dissatisfied with a 
practically creedless Church; with an organization 
which was not the expression of a unity of faith. 
This dissatisfaction has grown. In this country those 
who have withdrawn from the Kyodan for reasons 
of spiritual conviction have been called “‘schismatics”’ 
and have been bitterly criticised. 


Missionaries who have labored where such with- 
drawals have taken place have been blamed, have 
been criticized and in some instances their own 
resignations from the field have been urged. 


The “tolerance” and “Christian love” of the 
liberals who were willing to accept Church union, 
even when effected by force by a pagan government, 
has been revealing, to say the least. 


And now there is evidence that spiritually minded 
Japanese leaders are more and more seeing the light. 
What seemed only a rift in the Kyodan is now 
becoming a sweeping testimony that Christian 
truth comes before Christian unity. An organiza- 
tion, held together since the war by arbitrary 
financial coercion of some Boards, is now crumbling 
before their eyes. 


The following has just come to our desk, dated 
January 20, 1951. It is largely taken from “Chris- 
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tian News,” a religious publication in Tokyo. Out 
own missionaries do not work in the area involved 
but rather missionaries of the Northern Church. 
It is truly a heartening sight to see church leaders 
with a virility of faith which puts that faith above 
all else. 


We quote this article and comments in full. More 
will certainly be heard from Japan. —L.N.B. 


A meeting was held in the Otaru Church in 
Hokkaido (the northern island) on December 5, 
1950 under the leadership of the Rev. Rinzo 
Onomura, pastor of the North First Avenue Presby- 
terian church in Sapporo, largest church in Hok- 
kaido. 

Fourteen churches represented 12 ministers and 
18 elders met and drew up the following expressions 
of their decisions in regard to the Kyodan. 


“We have made an important decision, namely, 


to withdraw from the Kyodan effective in March, 
1951. 


“We have appointed a committee to carry out this 
decision. 
“We will hold another meeting March, 1951.” 


And the reasons for the above decisions were given 
as follows: 


a. The Apostles Creed, adopted by the Kyodan 
Biennial Conference in October, 1950 is not 
enough to serve as a Protestant Confession of 
Faith. ‘To maintain genuine Christianity, our historic 
position and church system, we must have denomina- 


tions. But the Kyodan has refused to recognize 
denominations. 


b. Credal unity is necessary for co-operative 
evangelism. Without such we cannot co-operate. 
Non-recognition of denominations makes it impos- 
sible to carry on evangelistic work. 


Discussion on the floor of the meeting brought 
out the following points mentioned by Mr. Ono- 
mura and others: 


1. Formation of the Kyodan was due purely to 
military pressure and not religious unity. 


2. The present confession of faith is not an 
evangelical Protestant document. 


3. The Kyodan has lost its economic independ- 
ence and relies too much on missionaries. 


4. The General Conference is undemocratic. 
(Matters are decided in committee and discussion 
on the floor is limited). 


5. There is clandestine recognition of denomina- 
tions (note, for example, seven different seminaries 


of the old denominations with little or no effort at 
consolidation ). 


6. Those remaining within the Kyodan are doing 
so for material gain and not for reasons of faith. 
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(This concerns matters of property, pension funds 
and relief from the United States. ) 


On December 10, under the leadership of the 
Rev. Tomoshiro Horiuchi, a meeting was held in 
Yokoyama of Kanagawa Prefecture former Presby- 
terian churches. Five were represented and these 
five decided to withdraw from the Kyodan. 


On December 14, the Omori Church in Toyko, 
pastor emeritus Dr. Wataru Saba, pastor Yoshiharu 
Saito and assistant pastor Tomio Muto met with 
the congregation and decided to withdraw from the 
Kyodan and form an independent Church. This 
assitant pastor, Mr. Muto, is an associate editor of 
the Christian News and was the manager of the 
recent musical evangelistic tour of all Japan for 
six months of the LaCour Party. 


In reply to this, the Presbyterian leader in the 
Kyodan, Dr. Mitsuru Tomita, said this movement 
was “too early.” 


Repercussions from these movements will result 





in meetings all through 1951, observors feel, as this 
feeling spreads through Japan. Whether other 
groups which withdraw from the Kyodan will link 
up with these who first broke off and are now 
known as the Reformed Church or with other 
groups is not known. 


Presbyterians are very restless in the Kyodan, it 
is reported, and have already given notice that they 
will not long remain in the Kyodan as it is now 
set up. 


The note has been sounded by Mr. Onomura. No 
one can blame Presbyterians for their feelings, but 
that they will be open to the attack of being called 
schismatic seams probable. 


The above information has been compiled from 
the CHRISTIAN News, a weekly paper issued in 
Tokyo, unofficially the paper of the Kyodan (United 
Church) as well as various other groups; is the 
largest Christian paper in Japan with the widest 
circulation. 





Some Permanent Contributions 


Of The Program Of Progress 


It may be too soon to assess all the values that the 
Program of Progress has been to the church, but it 
is not too soon to look at some of its permanent 
contributions. Here we call attention to two of 
these. 


First, the Program of Progress has put Christ 
to the front. It has made us conscious that He is 
our banner. In the past, too often, Presbyterianism 
has been associated in the popular mind with a 
system, and this system has often been erroneously 
understood as Philosophical Determinism. 


Now it is hard to “sell” a system to the man on 
the road. On the other hand, certain other denom- 
inations have been known by more popular slogans, 
such as “Follow Christ in Baptism” or the “Salva- 
tion of Souls.” 


The writer is thoroughly committed to the 
Westminster Standard as being the system of doc- 
trine taught in Scripture, but he is very happy that 
the Program of Progress has put the living Lord 
Jesus Christ ahead of the system. It has made us 
Presbyterians call men first to the Lord and Sav- 
iour, and only thereafter, the Biblical system. 


Perhaps it has also helped us to interpret that 
system in the light and knowledge of the glory of 
God that shines in the face of Jesus Christ. With 
the slogan, “Christ the Only Answer,” we have 
come to present to men the answer that God has 
given to the gift of His Son, the answer that is 
written in the blood of the Cross and in the power 
of His Resurrection. 


In a limited number of months, the Program of 
Progress will have completed the period assigned it, 


but we believe that it will have left the Church 
richer for this blessed recognition that our Saviour 
is our banner, that our Lord is our message. Jesus 
Christ in His glorious and gracious Person is our 
oriflamme. 


The second great contribution is that it has taught 
the men of our church to take a larger part in the 
service of the Kingdom. To a great extent, the 
Program of Progress has been largely led and 
sparked by Presbyterian elders and deacons, and all 
along the line it has called these officers into re- 
sponsible positions in synods, presbyteries, and local 
churches. 


It has used this Presbyterian power in visitation 
evangelism and in the establishment of new church- 
es; and as the men who carry the business load of 
life have taken on the business responsibilities of 
the Church, the wheels have moved with increasing 
velocity. 


Those of us who are trained as preachers and 
teachers have our gifts, but we certainly do not 
have all of the gifts that God gives to His people. 
These businessmen have gotten things done and can 
get things done that we cannot. May their bows 
continue to abide in strength and may the Church 
continue to move forward on the strong arms of our 
brothers, the elders, deacons, and young people’s 
workers, for they are able to do things that we 
preachers have not been able to do so effectively. 


And so the Men of the Church, under the stimu- 
lation generated by the Program of Progress, have 
come nearer taking their place side by side with the 
effective service that the Women of the Church are 
rendering. —Wnm.C.R. 
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“In Believing” 


We are living in days that call for a strong 
faith. It is true that even a little faith—if it is 
genuine—will save us, but we want to be more 
than just saved: we want to be happy, successful, 
victorious: we want peace, joy, hope. 


Peace, in a war-torn world is a blessed possession. 
The most beautiful picture in the Bible is that of 
a world at peace. But while we wait and pray for 
such a time to come, can we have peace, perfect 
peace, in our hearts? Yes! My peace I give unto 
you. 


Joy, in a sad world full of heartaches, tears, 
burdens, sorrows, anxieties, and troubles, seems al- 
most impossible. Can we have joy in such a world? 
Not unless we have something deeper than can be 
found in the world and its depressing news. Jesus 
came, however, that our joy might be full. 


Hope, in a dark world, a world that is on the 
verge of a “black-out” that will be worse than a 
permanent total eclipse of the sun. The only hope 
is in looking up to where the stars are always 
shining; to the God Who makes them shine. 


Peace, and joy, and hope, “in believing,” Paul 
says. The foundation for all three is FAITH. Fear 


not, only believe. Lord, increase our faith! 


‘—J.K.P 





Officers And Their 
Responsibility 


Will it not be an awe-inspiring sight in the final 
judgment to see sessions, boards of stewards, vestry- 
men and others giving account of their offices as 
overseers of the church of God. More important 
than telling a presbytery, conference or convention 
what has happened in our congregations, will be the 
report rendered unto the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Great Judge of all the earth. 


Will He not ask about the spiritual temperature 
of the church and why it was so low? Will He not 
inquire into the small percentage of the membership 
that attended prayer meetings and evening services? 
Will He not scrutinize the records on evangelism 
and demand a reckoning on why so few souls were 
saved? Will He not demand why there was never a 
thief, a drunkard or a libertine brought in along 
with the children of the church? Why did not any- 
body ever go out into the highways and hedges and 
drag in some nobody among the respectable folks 
of the church? If not, why not? Will there be any 
red faces and stammering voices of confusion and of 
shame in that day? 


Where was the example that should have been 
exhibited before others, of piety and of unselfish 
love? Where were the agonizing prayers and plead- 
ings before the throne in the weekly prayer meeting? 
Oh ministers, vicars, elders, vestrymen and stewards 
where were you in the day of opportunity and of 
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grace? Were you real examples to the flock in zeal 
and spiritual power, as well as in dignity and re- 
spectability? Why did you not weep between the 
porch and the altar? Why did you not warn the 
flock against the wolves of unbelief and denial of 
God’s Word? 

Paul in saying goodby to the elders at Ephesus 
recounted his glorious Spirit-filled ministry in which 
he had fearlessly preached the gospel and had de- 
clared unto them “all the counsel of God.” “Like 
bells at evening pealing,” his solemn words must 
have created an eternal echo within their hearts. 
With his whole soul throbbing with emotion he 
intoned these important charges, “Take heed unto 
yourselves, and to all the flock, over which the 
Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the 
church of God, which He hath purchased with His 
own blood.” 


No Church will rise higher or go farther than 
its pastor and official board. These men are supposed 
to be out in front in their passion for our Lord and 
His cause. They are not to be, as Peter declares, 
“lords over God’s heritage, but examples to the 
flock.”” Their burning zeal will be contagious and 
their warming love will be inspiring to the house- 
hold of God. Ministers, laymen, this is the day and 
the hour to which God has called us, in true 
humility, to lead by example as well as by precept, 


the church of the Lord Jesus Christ. —R.W.C. 





A New Turbine And 


Generator 


Scripture: ““That Christ may dwell in your hearts 
by faith; that ye being grounded and rooted in love, 
may be able to comprehend with all saints what is 
the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; and 
to know the love of Christ, which passeth know- 
ledge, that ye might be filled with all the fullness 
of God.” Ephesians 3:16-19. 


T.V.A. is beginning this spring to install at 
Fontana Dam, N. C. a new turbine and generator, 
an operation which will require the best part of two 
years. When completed it will add 50 per cent to 
the maximum capacity of the power plant, which at 
present with its two turbines and generators is 
160,000 kilowatts, furnishing motive power, light 
and heat to many thousands of homes, factories and 
cities. 

Yet turbines and generators would be utterly 
useless except for the vast body of water in the 
impounded lake, stretching back into the mountains 
thirty miles, and with a shore line of 280 miles. 
The lake is really part of the heavens, because it is 
supplied by the clouds above us. So here is the 
source of power, but the turbine and the generator 
are the instruments through which it is conveyed to 


the world about. 


It is remarkable how natural forces illustrate 
and help us to understand spiritual truth. God has 





made it so. Our Heavenly Father wants His 
children to know the deeper meanings of the eternal 
things of the Spirit. So He has prepared object 
lessons all along the way. You and I are instruments 
in His hands made for service. God designed that 
we should be the means of spreading light and 
warmth and power to the world about us. If we 
fail, it is not because of the lack of available power. 


Just as the great reservoir of water stored up in 
the lake is ever ready with propelling force, so in 
vastly greater measure is the power of the Holy 
Spirit ready at all times to flow through God’s 
servants to bless the world. It is interesting to note 
that the greatest measure and pressure in the lake 
is right against the dam. The operators do not have 
to probe through to Bryson City to get power; it 
is right at hand, awaiting the lifting of the gate 
to flow into the penstock. 


Then what do you and I have to do in order to 
engage the power which will produce a useful and 
happy life? What is it they do at the power house 
to start the turbine and the generator? They open 
the gate in the dam, and power immediately flows 
through the penstock into the turbine; the turbine 
begins to turn, and by means of that beautiful steel 
shaft—35 inches in diameter and 30 feet in length 
—causes the generator to pour its light, heat and 
power through the cable lines that distribute it far 
and near. 


We are human turbines; but useless and until we 
open our hearts and minds to the indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit. The Bible (God’s Word) is one of the 
gateways through which the Spirit comes. A closed 
Bible will never bring light and warmth and 
power into a life. Another way is opening the 
heart. That is surrender; the definite yielding of 





my will to the will of God for whatever program 
He may choose for me. The third way is through 
service. Bible reading and a surrendered will must 
eventuate in service, or there cannot be a well 
rounded and happy Christian experience. 


T.V.A. evidently considers it a necessity to make 
larger use of the available power stored up in the 
lake, so they are increasing operations 50 per cent 
by adding the third turbine and generator. When 
they do this they will have gone “the limit” for the 
power house. The plant was never designed to 
operate more than three units. Not until God’s 
child goes “all out” for Jesus Christ can he enjoy 
the satisfation and the peace that God wants him 
to have—and for which He has provided in the 
fullest. Our God is a God of fullness. 


No lake, ocean or sky is an adequate illustration 
of His abundance. It is life—real life in the highest 
sense. “I am come,” said Jesus, “that they might 
have Life, and that they might have it more 
abundantly.” (Jno. 10:10) 


It is unfortunate—it is tragic—that we limit 
God. We expect little from Him and therefore get 
little. “Prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of 
Hosts, if I will not open you the windows of 
heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there 
shall not be room enough to receive it!” (Mal. 


3:10) 


As we go into 1951 we face a new world. It is 
full of unprecedented and terrifying possibilities. It 
could be the End. Are we ready for a year which 
might be the last? Let’s open another penstock, if 
haply God will lead us into a full capacity Christian 
life, without fear and full of happy service—being 
ready at His coming! —W.CS. 
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Jesus The Christ 


Scripture: Mark 7:24 - 9:1. Devotional Read- 
ing: Hebrews 1:1-9. 


The Church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ the Lord and we must have faith in Him as the Son of God. 
“On this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” Evangelical Chris- 
tianity and Modernism, or Unitarianism, are not two forms of the Christian religion; they are different re- 
ligions altogether; one is Christianity, the other is not; one is true, and the other false. Until a person has 


faith in Jesus Christ as the Divine Son of God and Redeemer of sinners he is not a Christian, and it is ab- 
surd to call him one. 





In Hebrews 1:1-9 (Devotional Reading), we 
have one of the many passages which bring out 
clearly the Deity of our Lord Jesus Christ: “By 
whom also he made the worlds; Who being the 
brightness of his glory and the express (true) image 
of his person (substance), and upholding all things 
by the word of his power, when he had by himself 
purged our (made purification of) sins, sat down on 


the right hand of the majesty on high ... But unto 
the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever 
and ever.” 


It was very necessary that his disciples should 
have this faith firmly established in their minds and 
hearts. The opposition to Jesus on the part of the 
leaders was growing and He knew that His cruci- 
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fixion was only a matter of days, so He withdrew 
as much as possible from the crowds, and sought to 
develop and encourage this faith in His followers. 


Our main lesson is the confession of faith on the 
part of the disciples, as indicated in the words of 
Peter, but the incidents included in the other verses 
for study also throw light on this subject and I wish 
to briefly touch on these paragraphs. 

1. Faith Tested and Rewarded: 
7 :24-30. 

This is the rather strange case of the Syrophene- 
cian woman whose daughter had an unclean spirit. 
He was in the borders of Tyre and Sidon—Gentile 
country—when this mother came and fell at His 


feet beseeching Him that He would cast out the 
demon. 


I believe we could understand this case far better 
if we could have seen His face and heard the tone 
of His voice as He gave what appears as we read 
it in cold print, a very unsympathetic answer. He 
tested her faith and her humility and rewarded her 
richly, and I cannot but feel that there was encour 
agement for her in the look on His face and the 
tone of His voice. 

Is there not here an indication of the coming of 
the Gentiles into the Kingdom? Israel was favored 
as God’s chosen people and Jesus’ first mission was 
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to “the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” The 
Gentiles were looked upon by the proud Jews as 
“dogs.” These proud “children of the Kingdom,” 
however, would reject Him while the “dogs” would 
receive the Gospel. 

Il. Faith Encouraged: 

7:31 - 8:9 


1. The deaf and dumb man. They bring to Him 
one that is deaf and had an impediment in his 
speech. Jesus uses “sign language” to encourage the 
man to trust Him: “He put his finger in his ear and 
touched his tongue, as signs to this man to have 
faith in Him and his power to heal. Our faith may 
be very weak and imperfect at times and we need all 
the help we can get. Our Master never despises a 
weak faith but seeks to develop and encourage it. 

2. The disciples also needed encouragement. The 
feeding of the four thousand should have been an 
additional encouragement to them. It would have 
seemed that after the feeding of the five thousand, 
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all would have had absolute confidence in His ability 
to meet every need. But He performs a similar 
miracle under slightly different circumstance to help 
his disciples “understand” as He intimates in verse 


21. 


Ill. Unbelief Rebuked: 
8 :10-21 


“And the Pharisees came forth, and began to 
question with him, seeking of him a sign from 
heaven, tempting him.” They had seen “signs” 
galore. John, in his gospel, calls Jesus’ miracles 
“signs.’’ Unbelief is never satisfied. It is a condition 
of the heart rather than the head. A lawyer, after 
investigating the evidence concerning Jesus Christ, 
said, The evidence is absolutely conclusive, but he 
still would not accept Christ as Saviour from sin, 
for he had sin in his life which he was not willing 
to give up. 


So with these Pharisees. “If any man is willing 
to do, he shall know.” They were unwilling to do 
what Jesus commanded, therefore they skeptically 
called for “signs.” Jesus’ answer is a warning to 
all insincere unbelievers: Why does this generation 
seek after a sign? Verily I say unto you, there shall 
no sign be given unto this generation. 


Next, He has to rebuke unbelief in his own dis- 
ciples. Having eyes, see ye not? and having ears, 
hear ye not? and do ye not remember? Had they 
forgotten so soon the two stupendous miracles of 
the feeding of the 5,000 and the 4,000? How is it 
that ye do not understand? He was sadly disappoint- 
ed by their lack of faith and understanding. Could 
He not often ask the same question of us? 


He takes this occasion to warn the disciples of the 
leaven of the Pharisees and of Herod, and in 
Matthew 16:6, of the leaven of the Sadducees. The 
gravest danger to the church is not from outward 
enemies but from the corrupting influence of teach- 
ing in the church; formalism, unbelief, worldliness. 
If we turn the pages of church history, we will see 
that He was right. 


IV. Faith Increased, or Developed: 
8 :22-26 


Here is what might be called a “Progressive 
Miracle.” This, and the somewhat similar one of 
the deaf and dumb man in 7:31 are given only by 
Mark. 

The blind man sees imperfectly at first: “I see 
men as trees, walking.” Then, after He had put 
His hands on him the second time, he saw every 
man clearly. Is it not true that a man, even a 
preacher, may have a hazy understanding of the 
gospel at first, and later on, see everything clearly? 


There is a vast difference between imperfect 
faith or knowledge, and skepticism. The Pharisees 
were rank and incurable unbelievers; this man’s 
faith, imperfect at first, was increased. Erdman 
suggests that Mark was a man of this character. We 
can see a somewhat similar case in the man born 
blind as related in John 9. This man’s faith grew. 
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V. Faith Confessed: 
8 :27-38. 

This was a great moment in the life of the dis- 
ciples, and also in the life of our Lord. The whole 
passage deserves the closest and deepest study, for 
here we have the foundation facts which undergird 
Christianity: the Person of Christ—His deity; His 
Atoning work; His Death and Resurrection; His 
Coming again in glory. 

Jesus began with a general question: Whom do 
men say that I am? The answer was, John the 
Baptist, Elias, or one of the prophets. This is still 
the answer that many try to give: Jesus is just a 
great and good man. This is the answer of the 
Unitarian and the Modernist. Upon such an answer 
no church can be built, for it is a foundation of 
sand. 

Then comes the personal question: Whom say 
ye that I am? and the answer of Peter, Thou art 
the Christ. The full reply, as we see from Matt. 
16:16 and John 6:69 was, Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God. The Church is founded 
upon this belief. Any organization which does not 
confess the full deity of our Lord is not a church. 
On this rock I will build my Church. 

But He does not stop there. Other facts about 
Him are necessary for a clear understanding of the 
Gospel. He began to teach them about His death 
and resurrection—His Atoning Work. This teach- 
ing did not suit Peter and he began to rebuke the 
Master. The Cross is still an offense and a stumb- 
ling-block. The resurrection is still scoffed at by 
many. But unless these are true we have no Gospel 
to preach. Sin must be atoned for and death con- 
quered before any “Good News” can be heralded 
to a world of sin and death. 

Not only must Christ be crucified, but we must 
be crucified with Him. He issues His greatest 
challenge in verses 34-37: If any man will come 
after me let him deny himself, take up his cross, 
and follow me. Only in this way can we save our 
lives. 

But He does not stop even here. He goes on to 
tell them about His second coming in glory. This 
is the glorious consummation. 

In this great confession and the teachings sur- 
rounding it we have set forth the fundamentals of 
Christian faith. 
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Vesper Topics For February 18: 


Introduction 


REV. W. G. FOSTER, D.D. 





Right Around You 


Many of us are interested in the program of World Missions in Africa, but we forget that right around 
us are thousands of Negroes who need the gospel just as much as any one in Africa. Many of us are con- 
scious of all that is being said and done about the Negro problem in the South, but we seem to forget that 
the Negro problem is exactly the same as the main white problem—it is the sin problem. 


This program is designed to acquaint us with the 
spiritual conditions and needs of the Negro about 
us, to familiarize us with the efforts of our Church 
to reach the Negro, and to inspire us to find new 
ways in which we can do the job. 


Scripture Lesson - Acts 8:25-39 


The Scripture Lesson suggested for our program 
of worship is the description of an incident that 
took place when Philip, one of the deacons of the 
first Church, left a successful revival campaign in 
Samaria to go down into the desert way south of 
Jerusalem to deal with one man concerning his soul. 


(Acts 8:25). 


This lesson bears on our topic in several ways: it 
reminds us of our responsibility to evangelize the 
Negro, because Philip was conducting a campaign 
among the Samaritans, who were a minority 
against whom the Jews discriminated in their day, 
even as the Negro is among us today; second, it sets 
before us our responsibility for pulpit evangelism, 
that is, organized work among Negroes; and third, 
Philip leaving Samaria to go down into the desert 
reminds us of our responsibility to do personal work 
for Christ with individuals. Let us study the pas- 
sage as an example of how we can be used in deal- 
ing with souls, black or white, for Christ. 


I. Sensitive To The Leading 
Of The Lord - V 26-30 


a. Receptive 
b. Responsive 


While Philip was engaged in a successful revival 
campaign, a messenger of the Lord instructed him 
to go down into the desert south of Jerusalem. Had 
you and I been in Philip’s place we would have 
questioned that leading of the Lord, for it would 
seem to be leaving a crowd to go where at best we 
would meet few people, much less reach them. 


But when Philip received the message, he went 
immediately and found a man of Ethiopia who was 
right ready for the message that Philip brought. 


If you and I are to be used in winning men to 
Christ, we must be sensitive to the leading of the 
Lord. That is, we must be living close enough to 
the Lord to receive His message and we must be so 
yielded to the Lord that we respond to His leading 
and go where He calls. 
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Il. Faithful To The Word 
Of The Lord - V 31-35 


a. Bible Centered 
b. Christ Centered 


When Philip contacted the Ethiopian he was 
reading from the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah, that 
wonderful passage that describes and explains the 
suffering of Christ for us seven hundred years be- 
fore these happened. 


Philip began right away to explain the Bible to 
the Ethiopian eunuch, and as he explained the 
Bible, he preached unto him Christ. No matter how 
many different things we may have in our program 
and in our contacts with people, they must all be 
aimed at explaining the Bible message in terms of 
Jesus Christ so that souls will be brought face to 
face with Christ and what He has done for them. 


If we are to reach people for the Lord, we must 
be faithful to the Word of the Lord by keeping our 
message and work Bible-centered and Christ- 
centered. Philip was aggressive and tactful, but 
kept pushing the eunuch to the Bible and Christ. 
Ill. Effective In The Results 
For The Lord - V 36-39 


a. Inward Response 
b. Outward Response 


As soon as Philip had brought the eunuch face to 
face with Jesus Christ, there was an inward re- 
sponse, he truly believed in the Lord Jesus Christ 
and trusted Him for salvation. The reality of this 
inward response was clearly shown when he re- 
quested baptism that by an outward act he might 
enable others to recognize the inward work of the 
Spirit, and might know that he was now numbered 
among the people of the Lord. 


SUGGESTIONS 


According to the program outlined in Presby- 
terian Youth, this Scripture Lesson comes early in 
the program and you would do well to pause and 
study it as an example of the kind of work that 
needs to be done among our Negro friends and then 
in the program material centered around the survey 
visits or questions you will see how this program is 
being carried out in our Church. 

(Continued on Page 15) 
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(Continued from Page 13) 

You might also, if you have time, include some 
discussion concerning what you yourself might do 
in your own local situation in the way of personal 
evangelism among the Negroes by giving gospels 
and tracts among Negro communities, conducting 
Daily Vacation Bible Schools, and the like. 





CHURCH NEWS 


Central Mississippi Presbytery 


Wants Memorial Synod Continued 





Central Mississippi Presbytery in session at the 
First Presbyterian Church in Vicksburg, Miss., 
voted to recommend that Snedecor Memorial Synod 
be continued as a separate synod. 


Seventy-one ministers and elders attended the 
meeting which also voted to approve the proposed 
amendments to the Book of Church Order of para- 
graphs 74, 96 and 126. The presbytery disapproved 
proposed amendments to paragraphs 140 and 362. 

The Rev. W. C. Sistar, superintendent of Palmer 
Orphanage, and Miss Mary Crawford, a missionary 
to the Congo, spoke during the session. Presbytery 
will meet again April 17. The Rev. E. R. Patterson 
was elected moderator. 


$81,000 Given 
Agnes Scott 


Agnes Scott College has just received a gift of 
$81,000 from an anonymous donor for the purpose 
of completing the new science hall which is in pro- 
cess of erection. 

It is expected that this recent gift will make 
possible the completion of the building itself at a 
cost of approximately $650,000. The furnishings 
and equipment will cost approximately $125,000, 
and one gift of $50,000 has been received toward 
that objective. The college is now undertaking to 
find the remaining funds which are needed. 

The Agnes Scott competitive scholarship contest 
is being held for the 18th consecutive year and is 
attracting a fine group of young women from 
about 20 states. Friends of the college have made 
available $7,600 annually for distribution among 
the winners in this contest. 


Augusta-Macon Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Augusta-Macon met at First 
Church, Augusta, Ga., on January 23 with Dr. 
Wade Huie moderating. Having become convinced 
that the Scripture supports our Presbyterian or 
Calvinistic theology, Rev. Glenn Dorris came from 
another ecclesiastical body and applied for admit- 
tance into this presbytery. 

After standing an excellent examination he was 
received and his call to the church at Dublin was 
approved. 
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Savannah Presbytery Meets 


Savannah Presbytery met in winter adjourned 
session January 9, in the Chapel In The Gardens 
Church, Savannah, Ga. Rev. W. S. Beardshaw, 
pastor of the Montgomery Presbyterian Church, 
was moderator. 

Rev. Thomas E. Nelson was received from Pee 
Dee Presbytery and Rev. Anton J. Van Puffelen 
was received from Dallas Presbytery. Commissions 
were appointed to install Mr. Nelson as pastor of 
the Lyons, McGregor and Mount Vernon 
Churches. 

The report of the stewardship and budget com- 
mittee recommending a benevolent quota of $51,- 
828.00 for assembly, synod and presbytery causes 
was adopted. 

Rev. Chester F. Monk, pastor of the Chapel In 
The Gardens Church, was nominated as moderator 
for next meeting of presbytery. 





Holston Approves, 
Disapproves, Proposed 
Church Order Changes 


Holston Presbytery, meeting at King College in 
Bristol, Tenn., last month voted approval of pro- 
posed amendments to paragraphs 74 and 126 and 
disapproved amendments to paragraphs 96, 140 and 
362. 

Presbytery met jointly with the Holston, USA 
presbytery with separate business sessions. The two 
presbyteries closed their meet with a joint com- 
munion service. 

The Rev. M. O. Sommers presided as moderator 
of the US business meeting in the absence of the 
Rey. J. Kenton Parker, moderator. 





Bowman To Speak At 
Union Lectures 


The regular Sprunt lectures at Union Theological 
Seminary will be held this year February 25 to 
March 1. Lecturers will include John Wick Bow- 
man of the San Francisco Theological Seminary 
whose subject will be “Introducing A Prophetic 
Theology for Today;’ Dr. Albert Edward Day, 
Methodist preacher and M. Marcel Pradervand, 
executive secretary of the Presbyterian World Al- 
liance. This is the 40th year in which the Sprunt 
lectures have been held. 
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Training School Receives 
$100,000 Endowment For 
Bible Department 


The Assembly’s training school has announced 
that a legacy approximated at around $100,000 has 
been left to the school by the estate of the late 
Harvey C. Wise toward the endowment of the 
chair of Bible. 

Plans for a new building have been deferred, it 
was also announced. 

Alumnae of the school have raised $13,000 for 
the endowment to be known as the Martin Ryerson 
Turnbull Endowment Fund. Dr. M. R. Turnbull 
was before his death the professor of Bible in the 
training school. Wise was his brother-in-law. 





Concord Presbytery 
Overtures Assembly To 
Reword Amendment 


Concord Presbytery rejected the proposed fifth 
amendment to the Book of Church Order at its 
January meeting in Mooresville, N. C. and voted 
to overture the General Assembly that the follow- 
ing be substituted for the second paragraph of that 
proposed amendment: 

For as much as you have made Confession of 

your faith and have been received into the 

membership of this church by the Session I do 
now, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
great head of the Church, declare that you are 
admitted to all the privileges of this congrega- 
tion, including participation in the sacrament 
of the Lord’s Supper and full fellowship in the 

Church, which includes all believers in Christ 

throughout the world and throughout the 

ages.” 


Four other proposed amendments were approved. 
Ninety delegates attended. L. Young White of 
Mooresville will be moderator for the next meeting 


of Presbytery in Old Fort, N. C., April 10. 





liwrte 
LIVERY « « 
WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 
DEPT. 20 SCRANTON 2, PA. 


% PEWS, PULPIT &. CHANCEL 
Pure 


* * EARLY 





THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 





























for free sample. 
ORDER NOW FROM 






20 E. Central Parkway 





SEE WHY MORE CHILDREN PREFER 
STANDARD’S NEW “PRIMARY BIBLE STORY” 


Treat your Primaries to the FAVORITE Bible-story 
paper—the new “Primary Bible Story.” Each week a 
complete, full-color picture-strip Bible story. Also, 
the Bible story for the day, handwork, things to do, 
and a “pretend” story. Thousands of pupils and 
teachers say this is the BEST story paper of them all. 
The cost is under 2c. per pupil, per Sunday. For all 
Primary classes. Size, 8Y2 x 11 inches. Write today 


The Standard Publishing Co. 


Cincinnati 10, Ohio 














Town And Country 


Pastors’ Institutes 


Four Town and Country Pastors’ Institutes have 
been planned for the current school year at our 
seminaries : 


Union Seminary 


held at Union Seminary in Richmond, Va., on Jan- 
uary 22-25. Dr. Arthur Wentworth Hewitt, out- 
standing rural Methodist pastor and author of 
several books on rural church life, was the special 
lecturer of the week. The attendance was approxi- 
mately eighty pastors from the Union Seminary 
area. 
Columbia Seminary 


The Institute at Columbia Seminary, Decatur, 
Ga., will be held May 21-25, during Smyth Lecture 
week. Special lecturer on Rural Church work will 
be Dr. Henry S. Randolph, Secretary of the Unit 
of Rural Church Work, Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A. Two other lecturers will be provided by the 
Seminary. There will be approximately seventy-five 
pastors of town and country churches in attendance 
from the Synods of South Carolina, Georgia, 
Florida, Alabama and Mississippi. 


Louisville Seminary 


On May 30 - June 2 there will be held a Town 
and Country Pastors’ Institute at the Presbyterian 
Seminary in Louisville, Ky. It is sponsored jointly 
by three Presbyterian groups, Cumberland Presby- 
terian, Presbyterian U.S.A., and Presbyterian U.S. 
Leadership for the program will be drawn from the 
three Presbyterian denominations. About seventy- 
five pastors of town and country churches will at- 
tend, with about an equal number from the three 
Presbyterian groups. This Institute is planned for 
pastors of Presbyterian U.S. churches in the Synods 
of Kentucky, Tennessee and a part of Appalachia. 


Arkansas College 


In 1950 a Town and Country Pastors’ Institute 
was held at Arkansas College for the first time. It 
will be repeated in 1951, and will be sponsored 
jointly by the U.S. and U.S.A. Presbyterian Church- 
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es. Dates will be July 9-12. It will be attended by 
pastors of U. S. Presbyterian Churches in the 
Synods of Arkansas, Missouri, Oklahoma and 
Louisiana. 


You Are Invited 


The Town and Country Church Department 
offers scholarships which provide room and meals 
for pastors of town and country churches who desire 
to attend. In due time an invitation will be sent 
to pastors who have been nominated by their Pres- 
bytery Church Extension Committee. But there may 
be some desiring to attend who have not been 
nominated. Will you please write to the Town and 
Country Church Department, 605 Henry Grady 
Building, Atlanta, Ga., and tell us which institute 
you would like to attend. In recent institutes we 
have had a capacity attendance. But if you ask for 
a reservation early enough, you will get it. 


James M. Carr, Sec., 
Town and Country Church Dept. 





Preaching Mission 


The fifth United Preaching Mission held under 
the auspices of the Ministers’ Association of Nor- 
folk, Va., 100 churches and 10 denominations co- 
operating, and directed by the Rev. Wm. E. Hud- 
son of Massanetta fame, closed on Sunday, January 


21. 


There was a total attendance of 66,879, over 
8,000 a day, and more than 7,000 commitments. 
The Preaching Mission organization was tremend- 
ous. 


Including the 1400 ushers and the 3500 persons 
attending the prayer services preliminary to the 
meeting, there was a total organization of 5,179. 


Charles M. Earley, a layman and _ insurance 
agent, has been chairman of the steering committee 
for five successive years. There were four preaching 
centers each day at noon. Schools, colleges and 
civic clubs were ministered to by 17 speakers. Radio 
broadcasts under the leadership of the Rev. Paul 
E. Crandall amounted to a total of 28 hours. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 





THE MINOR PROPHETS VOLUMES I! 
and II. By E. B. Pusey. Baker Book House. $3.50. 


sé 


Pusey on the Minor Prophets” has become a 
classic study. No serious student of the Minor 
Prophets ever neglects Pusey. It is a primary refer- 
ence source for pastors and Bible students. The com- 
mentary is lucid in style and at the same time 
unusually thorough and complete. After presenting a 
brief but comprehensive Introduction, the author 
carefully works through each book, chapter by 
chapter and verse by verse. Although Pusey wrote a 
number of books, none ever made a contribution 
comparable to his Commentary on the Minor 
Prophets. This work will hold a prominent place 
among religious reference works. 





BARNES ON THE OLD TESTAMENT 
COMMENTARY ON PSALMS VOLUMES 
I, II AND II. Baker Book House. $3. 





These three volumes of Barnes’ Notes on the 
Psalms are a part of the 24-volume Bible com- 
mentary on the Old and New Testaments in 
preparation by the Baker Book House. 


Like the other volumes in this set, the expositions 
are clear, understandable, concise, and yet compre- 
hensive. Since the Notes on the Psalms were the last 
to be prepared by Barnes before his retirement, they 
are characterized by a spirituality and mellowness 
which speaks of maturity and rich experience. 


There is a 48-page Introduction to the Psalms 
found in the first volume and also Introductions to 
each of the 150 Psalms. The simplicity of style and 
richness of content have made these commentaries a 
favorite among Christian workers. Ministers and 
Bible School teachers will rejoice in the re-publica- 
tion of this set. 


“AS THE STARS FOREVER,” by Joyce Ber- 
gren. Published by Zondervan Publishing House. 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $2. A Christian novel 
setting forth the constancy of a young couple’s love 
for each other, the Lord and His work. The title of 
the book is based on the Scriptural reference that 
those who labor for the Lord and turn many to 
righteousness “shall shine as the stars forever.” 





“GOLDEN TREASURES,” by Ethel S. Low. 
Published by Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Price $2. A Christian novel with a 


missionary romance in the colorful land of India. 


“CAN YOU TELL ME?” by Dena Korfker. Pub- 
lished by Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Price $1.50. An exceptionally fine 
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book for parents who are seeking for answers to the 
questions children ask. Answers are given to such 
questions as: “Can you tell me about myself?” 
“Can you tell me about the world in which | 
live?”’; Can you tell me about the animals of the 
world ?”’; “Can you tell me about God ?”; “Can you 
tell me about heaven?” 


“FIRESIDE TALES,” by Ken Anderson. Pub- 
lished by Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Price $1.50. A delightful children’s 
book which will be enthusiastically acclaimed by all 
those who are looking for stories to read or tell boys 
and girls—or to place in their hands. This is just 
the book for the story and the bedtime hour. 


“PATSY AT PINE COTTAGE,” by Marian A. 
Schoolland. Published by Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub- 
lishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. $1. A sequel to 
Patsy At T he Pine W oods. This story revolves 
around a little cabin in the north woods where 
Patsy lived with her mother and small brother. 





“WESTMINSTER NURSERY BOOKS.” In 
Our Church. I Am Growing. The Little Seeds 
That Grew. In The Name Of Jesus. Published by 
Westminster Press, Witherspoon Building, Phila 
delphia 7, Pa. Price $1.49 for set of four. These 
four little books are beautifully designed and illus- 
trated and should make a strong appeal to children 
in Beginners’ and Primary Departments. 


“PANDITA RAMABAI,” “JOHN G. PA- 
TON,” “WILFRED GRENFELL,” “ALLEN 
GARDINER,” by Vernon Howard. Published by 
Fleming H. Revell Publishing Company, 258 Fifth 
Avenue, New York, N. Y. Price 75c per copy. 
These four books for children portray some of the 
outstanding figures in Christendom. While there 
have been a number of books on the Christian mis- 
sionaries available for adults, few have been written 
for Primary and Junior groups. To fill this need, 
these books were published to bring the dramatic 
story of well-known missionaries to the minds and 
hearts of children. They are beautifully written and 
strikingly illustrated. 
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“TARBELL’S TEACHERS’ GUIDE,” 1951. 
edited by Frank 8. Mead. Published by Fleming H. 
Revell Publishing Company, 158 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, N. Y. Price $2.50. Here is the forty- 
sixth annual issue of The Teacher's Guide to the 
Teaching of the International Sunday School Les- 
sons. It is recognized and acclaimed as one of the 
most valuable guides in existence. The lesson com- 
ments are presented in two sections—one for the 
young people and adults, and the other for Inter- 
mediates and Seniors. A great deal of effort has 
been put forth in the preparation of this guide to 
include new and fresh illustrations taken from out- 
standing current religious books and periodicals. 





“THE GIST OF THE LESSON,” 1951, by 
R. A. Torey, edited by John W. Bradbury. Pub- 
lished by Fleming H. Revell Publishing Company, 
158 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. $.60. A con- 
cise exposition of the International Bible Lessons 
for the Christian Teaching of the year 1951. The 
purpose of this little book is to furnish busy men 
and women—teachers and scholars—in the Sunday 
Schools with suggestive comments on the Inter- 
national Lessons. The Gist is not only a mine of in- 
formative helpfulness for the scholar, but a source 
of genuine material and spiritual stimuli to the 
teacher. Though small in compass, The Gist ranks 
high among well-known Sunday School aids. 
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Position as Church Visitor - Secretary. Best of 
Miss Ola Moton, 305 Columbia 
Street, Gastonia, N. C. Phone Dial 5-2603. 
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A VACATION 
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LAST DETAIL 







Yew 1951 DVBS 
TEACHER'S AND 
D pirector's 
» HANDBOOK... 
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i Soar to new heights in your 
r Vacation Bible School this year 
i —"Ceiling Unlimited” shows 
1 you how. Covers your DVBS 
1 flight in seven logical steps. . . 
1 Includes a brand new section of 
1 director's helps, with tips on 
| 

\ 
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general theme, closing pro- 


gram, etc... 
This 48-page book also gives you full 
1 information on the course that’s 
ry COMPLETE to the last detoil— 
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VACATION SCHOOL LESSONS 

4g Yes! PLEASE RUSH TO ME. w 
FREE copies of the 1951 DVBS | 

| 
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book of ideas, “Ceiling Unlimited” by 
Bernice T. Cory. 
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434 SOUTH WABASH, CHICAGO 5, ILL. DEPT. SPS-21 














MY LIFE IN sak woke y 
T HE e; O N V E N . 3 SABBATH SCH. LESSONS — FEB. 18 
A BOOK OF FACTS REV. J. KENTON PARKER 10 
A detailed description of black nunnery in Bristol. Twenty- 
four great chapters. Margaret Shepherd, escaped nun, de- YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPT FEB. 18 
scribes in detail the terrible experience of helpless and de- 
fenseless girls within the high stone walls of Bristol Con- REV. W. G. FOSTER. D.D. 13 
vent. The most terrible revelations every recorded. 
OVER 6,000,060 COPIES PRINTED CHURCH NEWS 15 
_ ag extensively read — on the papal curse. No book 
ike is in print! Read this frightful, heart-breaking story 
and learn the truth concerning convent life. 258 burning BOOK REVIEWS 18 
pages. Postpaid only $1.50. The edition is limited ... so order 
at ones. LETTERS 2 
Gospel Art Shoppe, Dept. SP-2, Rowan, Iowa. 
FEBRUARY 7. 1951 19 


























more informative : 


two-color sections on 
special emphases in church life 


more}timely 


monthly round-ups of news 
throughout the Assembly 





more interesting 


picture stories of the 
Church's work 





more attractive | | 


entirely new layout 


16 pages in two colors 


12 more pages 
including two each month | 
for and about youth | 
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Chairman of Education 
for Women of the Church. $2.00 per year for indi- 


vidual subscriptions. 


BOX 1176 — RICHMOND, VA. 
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